
OHIO  RESEARCH  STRATEGIES  ·  METHOD  GUIDE
Free Research Worksheet

Tracing Women Through Marriages
How to follow a woman whose surname changed. Companion to “She Married Twice and Her Family Forgot Her First Husband.”

TH E  METHOD Father’s House · Marriages · Husbands’ Homes · Death · Children

A woman could change her surname every time she married. Search under one name and she disappears. Find her in five

places, then test what you found against what her children said about her.

Records That Follow a Woman

Record What  it  can  tell  you Watch  for

1790–1840 census A girl of the right age in her father’s house; later, a

wife’s age column in her husband’s

Tally marks only; no names

Marriage records Her name at each marriage; a widow is often listed as

“Mrs.” or by her earlier married name

Brides under 18 needed consent; check margins

and loose papers for a parent’s name

1850–1880 census Children with a different surname in her new

household point to an earlier marriage

Relationships not stated until 1880

1900 & 1910 census Children born and living; years married; birth month

and year (1900)

“Years married” may count only the current

marriage

Ohio death certificates Hers: father and mother. Her children’s: their mother’s

maiden name

Informants may give a married name in the

maiden-name slot

Obituaries Surviving children, married daughters’ names, family

stories

First marriages and dead children are often left

out

Probate & guardianship Guardians for a first husband’s minor children; estates

naming the widow

Search the county where the first husband died

Key rule: When a widow remarries, look for her first husband’s children in her new husband’s home.

Her Surname Timeline

Step Fill  in

Birth name & date

Father’s household Census year / place: 

Marriage 1 Date / county / husband: 

Children, marriage 1

How marriage 1 ended Death / divorce, date, source: 

Marriage 2 Date / county / husband: 

Children, marriage 2

Bridge record Record that shows both families together: 

Death Date / place / name on certificate: 
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The Five-Place Checklist

1 In her father’s house: a daughter of the right age in the census before her first marriage.

2 At every marriage: each marriage record, with any consent note or loose papers.

3 In every husband’s house: each census, watching for children with a different surname.

4 At her death: death certificate, obituary, burial, and who the informant was.

5 Through her children: their death certificates and what each gives as her maiden name.

When the Dates Disagree

Source Date  it  gives Check  against  the  children Fits?

Her Children’s Death Certificates

Child Died Informant
Mother ’s  maiden  name
given

Notes

Example: Sarah Elizabeth Murray (1818–1910)

Murray
Born Sept. 6, 1818, Ohio; girl

10–14 in William Murray’s

1830 household

→

Morris
Married Owin Morrice,

Columbiana Co., 1835; three

children

→

Darst
Married David Darst about

1845; in 1850 the Morris

children live in the Darst

home

→

Proof
Her 1910 certificate: father

William Murray. Four

children’s certificates: Sarah

Murray

Common Traps

Married name as maiden name: informants often write a first married name in the maiden-name slot.

Obituaries compress a life: “married in 1840” may skip a first husband entirely.

Years married: the 1900 and 1910 census count may cover only the current marriage.

Wandering birthplaces: compare every census; a woman who could not read could not check the entry.

Same household, same memory: two informants from one home are not two independent sources.

Where to Search

FamilySearch · Ohio county marriages; Ohio death certificates, 1908–1953 familysearch.org

Ancestry · U.S. federal censuses, 1790–1950 ancestry.com

Newspapers · Obituaries and marriage notices newspapers.com · chroniclingamerica.loc.gov

County probate courts · Marriage papers, guardianships, estates ohiohistory.org

More Ohio research guides: BRICKWALLSBUCKEYES.COM
Keep pushing past your brick walls.
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